
October 14, 2020 
Betsy Ross Virtual HSO Meeting Minutes 

Secretary: Karen Petersen 
 

Attendees: Jenn Wood, Karen Petersen, Suzanne Palentchar, Cheryl Jacobo, Tracy Widowski, Wendy Prandstatter, 
Tess Miller, Michelle Salzman, Kelly Letavish, Denise Marra, Carrie Dye, Allison Ponath, Kelly Wilson, Janine Jansen 
 
Principal’s Report: Dr. Bovino: (unable to attend) 

● Thank you for the Attaboy assembly and the Fire Safety Presentation. 
● BINGO night was fun, thank you to all who coordinate. The kids enjoyed it. 
● There will be a Police/Halloween Safety assembly on 10/28 at 11:30am. We are all virtual that day. 
● We will celebrate Halloweeen. No parade, but students will wear their costumes to school. The teachers will 

take class pictures. 
● Thank you for the Betsy Ross spirit shirts. 
● Upcoming events and closures:  

○ Parent/Teacher Conferences and all Virtual Day on Election Day 11/3 
○ Schools closed for teacher convention 11/5 and 11/6 
○ Schools closed for Thanksgiving 11/26 and 11/27 
○ Report Cards for Gr. 1-3 will be available on 12/4 
○ Upcoming Virtual Wednesdays are 10/28, 11/3, 11/11, 11/25 

 
President’s Report: Suzanne Palentchar: 

● Custodian Day was 10/2. We recognized our hard working custodians by giving them Mahwah Thunderbird 
Face Masks that we donated by Brett Coplin and Gift Cards to Mahwah Pizza and Pasta which we paid ½ 
price for. Mahwah Pizza donated the other half. 

● Teacher Appreciation- each teacher received bags of mints with tags that read “Thank you for your 
Commit’mint’!” and we raffled off a google home that Miss Pestrich won. 

● We would like to spread out Teacher appreciation throughout the year to recognize their hard work. 
● The teacher appreciation committee and Family night committee with Michelle can come up with a calendar 

for parents to volunteer for these different school community activities. BINGO night, Movie night, cookie 
decorating are different ideas we have. We may do more frequent smaller events and fundraisers. 

● How can we help the Spanish speaking population in our school to feel comfortable attending meetings and 
events? We want them to welcome them in and make sure they know what is happening within the school. 
We may look for a liaison who speaks Spanish and English to share our meeting information and events 
with them. 

● Feedback for Dr. Bovino:  
○ Virtual Wednesdays are overwhelming. There are too many zooms, especially when you have 

multiple children it’s too much to keep track of. 
○ Assemblies that are pre-recorded maybe should be sent out for people to view on their own time, 

instead of a scheduled zoom time. 
○ Are special zooms mandatory? If we miss it are we held accountable to go into google classroom to 

find what we missed? 
○ Specials teachers need to make sure their zoom link is in their google classroom. 
○ Some parents need a crash course in google classroom. Is there someone who can provide this? 

 
Vice President’s Report: Jenn Wood: 

● Class parents have been fabulous 
● We just need all parents to fill out the information form for class lists so we have everyone’s email to keep 

them in the loop. 
● Can we try for grade level events over zoom? 

 
Secretary: Karen Petersen: 

● Attendance 
● Review and approval of September minutes 



○ Approved by Jenn Wood 
○ Seconded by Tess Miller 

Treasurer: Shannon Testa: 
Booster amount raised is at $2,230 which is about ⅓ of where we were last year. 
 
School Spirit: Allison Ponath: 

● Everyone received their school spirit shirts. If there are any issues with yours, please let Allison know. 
● Anyone that ordered apparel should receive it in the next 2 weeks. 

 
Fundraising: Janine Jansen: 
Mom’s Kitchen to Go raised $210. It was positive. They will do this again with us. 
 
Newsletter: Valerie, Elisa: 
They are working on it. There will be an October newsletter. Anything to add, send to Valerie. 
 
Family Night: Suzanne and Denise: 

● BINGO night went well. It was a fun night. 
○ Prizes will be dropped off at school tomorrow 
○ Over 100 players, over 200 BINGO boards 
○ Great to see the teachers playing with their own children. 

 
Community Cares: Tess, Cheryl: 
Food Drive: How can we incorporate all virtual families? We can leave a bin out by the front door for them to drop off 
donations. It will be from 11/2-11/17. CFA wants to hand out donations on 11/21. 
 
Election Day: Shannon: 
Working on something for hybrid and virtual students 
 
Book Fair: Wendy: 
Still in the works. It will be virtual. Possibly have a story night to make it a community event. Thinking of moving it to 
January. 
 
Holiday Boutique: Denise, Tess: 

● Penguin Patch Holiday Shop 
● Shipping for orders under $25 is less expensive than the other vendors. Shipping is free for orders over $25. 
● Ships directly to the house in a cute box and they will provide gift bags and labels for the kids to wrap their 

own gifts. 
● Items will be online with pictures from 11/11-11/23 
● 10% of the total sales will go to the school. 

 
Box Tops: Staci: 

● Can you help to reeducate the community about the digital box tops and how it works? 
● Can this be in the October newsletter? 
● Box Top prizes at the end of the month like we always did? 
● There is a lot of energy about this. 

 
Outdoor Classroom: 
Is it finished? Has it been used? 
 
Meeting adjourned by Suzanne at 8:22pm  
 
Please see next page for Post Meeting Follow Up between Suzanne Palentchar and Dr. Bovino 
 
 



 
 
Post Meeting Follow Up Between Suzanne Palentchar and Dr. Bovino: 
 
Q1: Parents are feeling overwhelmed with the # of Zooms on a Wednesday + the Independent work.  How can 

parents prioritize? 

A1: If a small group lesson is one of the Zooms your child is scheduled for, please make that the priority. Morning 

meeting, Specials, and Assemblies all round out your child’s educational experience. For the Wednesday 

independent work, parents should know it is always a review (and extension) of content that has been taught in class. 

If for some reason your child does not complete the assignments in full, they will not have missed out on new content. 

Parents should reach out to their child’s teacher for any questions as well. 

Q2: Are Specials mandatory? Why is attendance not being taken? 

A2: Attendance is not being taken for 2 reasons - it was taking too much time away from the lesson AND because 

there are some students who are unable to join Specials at their designated time (e.g. they are in Day Care without 

access to WIfi / computers).   The Specials teachers will include a mini-lesson in their Google classroom for any 

student who was unable to join at class time.  Participation in Physical Education is mandated by the State and we 

encourage students to participate in all specials as this creates a well rounded curriculum. At this point,  all Specials 

teachers have their Zoom links posted in their Google classrooms.  

Q3: For the Assemblies, can they be pre-recorded?  Do we all have to Zoom in together? 

A3: Assemblies are optional for the moment they are being posted, if a recording is available it will be posted. For the 

Police assembly at the end of the month, we will try to record the assembly and post online afterwards. 

Q4: Can you conduct a Parent Survey so that parents can share feedback on how the year is going so-far? 

A4: Central Office will be sending out a survey in the next two weeks..  

Q5: Is the Outdoor Classroom complete?  Are classes using it? 

A5: The Outdoor Classroom is 90% complete and classes are already using it!  The hardscape, gravel, and grasses 

are all in.  The site is wheelchair accessible.  There was a dead tree that was removed - and we have planted a new 

tree with the Eagle Scout Bench re-built around it and the Tree Log Tables/Chairs are in. The footings for the Pergola 

have been installed.  There are 2 outstanding elements: A. Pergola Installation (Has been on backorder); B. Flower 

Beds (These have arrived - but the classroom planting will happen in the Spring.) 

 
 


